LOBBYING DAY
MARCH 10, 2010

ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND

Dear Colleagues:

With convention now done you would think my head would be a little clearer, but there is still a bunch of “stuff” still swirling around in there (much like that white stuff we have become so fond of) that I am trying to make a clear path for it all to settle down.  Having had so many snowy days, trying to plan a MASC Lobbying Day has been a chore.  I think, however, that the MASC SLACers and I have come up with a workable plan that will enable us to have what we call MASC Lobbying Day, but will be much different from those in the past. 

First of all, there will be no formal gathering of the MASC Regional Lobbying Groups at the beginning of the day.  Instead, Michael, Mark and myself will be establishing ourselves somewhere inside the House of Delegates Office Building by 8 a.m. with position papers and suggestions of what to do in Annapolis for the day.  It is our thought that each regional group could report to that area upon arrival and pick up the information and then proceed to spend the rest of the day meeting with their delegates and/or State Senators, observing  the morning sessions, having a nice lunch in the historic city of Annapolis, and then observing and maybe even testifying at the hearings scheduled for that afternoon.  We are even attempting to set up a couple of tour times so your group might be able to see the “insides” of the legislative process.  Rather than try to force in to the schedule a group meeting, we are asking that each region submit by the end of March a written review of their day in Annapolis so we can evaluate if this format works.
Although one of our main goals for Lobbying Day is to lobby for(or against) bills that affect the youth of Maryland, but we would also like to encourage each of you to make this a solid learning experience as to how the whole legislative process works in our state government.  Our wishes are that each of the regions will find a way to have a small delegation join us for the day in Annapolis and be a part of MASC efforts to make a difference for the students of Maryland.
It is my understanding that still the best way to get downtown to the State House area is to park at the Navy/Marine Stadium and take the trolley into town.  There is a small charge for the ride, but parking is cheaper at the stadium than most anywhere else, especially if you park where you should not and a ticket appears on your windshield!  We will send out some additional details by next Monday if need be.  Hope to see many of you in Annapolis on the tenth of March.

Lance A. Ledebur

MASC Executive Director 
