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I. YOUTH REPRESENTATION

We support:

A.
Student election of school and regional student government officers.

B.
Student election of student members to all local boards of education and the Maryland State Board of Education.

C.
Designation of student members on state and local boards of education as members with a full official vote.

D.
Development of superintendents' student advisory councils at the school system level, and principals' student advisory councils at the school level.

E.
Appointment, with student input, of student representatives to boards and commissions at both the local and the state level which deal with youth-related issues and concerns.

F.
Appointment and fair compensation of advisors to support the empowerment and representation of students.

G.
Establishment of regional student council associations with the support of full time regional advisors in areas where they do not exist.

H.
Providing students opportunities to speak out about issues that may directly affect them.

II. PEER LEADERSHIP

We support:

A.
Maximizing the use of peer leadership in all student organizations.

B.
Establishing peer counseling and peer mediation programs in all schools. 

C.
Establishing peer tutoring and mentoring programs in all schools.

D.
Youth led school and community service initiatives.

III. EDUCATION

We support:

A.
High standards of learning across the curriculum for all students. 

B.
Providing educational opportunities specialized to meet each student’s needs and abilities.

C.
Diverse school curricula that allow for specified areas of study. 

D.
Updated computer and technology education and textbooks offered to students in all grade levels.

E.
Visual and performing art education offered to students in all grade levels.

F.
Early intervention programs to enable all children to start school ready to learn.

G.
Infusing service learning into course curricula, and encouraging it outside the classroom. 

H.
Maximizing the variety of co-curricular and extra-curricular activities offered at all schools.

I.
School based programs and related activities that encourage civic participation.

J.
Making a complete spectrum of courses available to all students (i.e. fundamental, honors, advanced placement, etc.) 

K.
Notation of honors, advanced placement, and intensive courses on report cards, high school transcripts, and school course syllabi. 

L.
Implementation of a weighted grading system by each local school system. 

M.
State wide establishment of eligibility requirements for participation in student activities.

N.
Option of early graduation for students meeting the graduation requirements. 

O.
Initiatives which encourage individuals to become teachers in Maryland.

P.
Improved teacher training and other measures that improve quality instruction for students.

Q.
Teachers and substitutes providing instruction only in subjects for which they are qualified.

R.
Equitable funding per student across the state except in the case of special education students, pupils with limited English proficiency and students eligible for free and reduced meals.
S.
State and federal funds provided for programs mandated by the state and federal governments.

T.
Reduction of class sizes where needed. 

U.
Student and faculty dress codes that compliment and improve the learning environment.

V.
Programs that promote parent/guardian and community involvement in students and schools.

W. Initiatives to encourage students to stay in school.

X. Lunch subsidies for under privileged students. 

Y. Teacher mentoring programs. 

We oppose:

A.
Public funding for private education.

B.
Providing vouchers for use in private schools except in the case of special education.

C.
Mandating public school uniforms.

D.        The legislating of unfunded statewide curriculum by the state government.

IV. STUDENT SAFETY AND DISCIPLINE

We support: 

A.
Proactive measures to ensure student safety, and to prevent school violence and vandalism.

B.
Inclusion of anger and stress management in school curricula.

C.
Early intervention and prevention programs to help students with behavioral problems.

D.
Efforts to reduce classroom behavioral disruptions in school.

E.
Local school systems establishing standards of behavior for all students.

F.
Publicized progressive discipline programs within all schools.

G.
Parent/guardian involvement in a student’s disciplinary procedures.

H.
Alternative educational programs for students facing expulsion or other severe disciplinary actions.

I.          Regular maintenance of school grounds and facilities as deemed necessary.

J.
Policies in which students are not penalized when absent from school for school approved activities.

We oppose:

A. Disciplining students in school for out of school behavior.

B. The searching and drug testing of students based on unsubstantiated rumors.

V. HEALTH AND SOCIAL ISSUES

We support:

A.
Availability of wellness centers and school health service professionals in all schools.

B.
Efforts to eliminate student use and abuse of tobacco, alcohol, and other drugs.

C.
Providing education on the biological and social effects of controlled and illegal substances.

D.
Providing all students access to drug counseling.

E.
Initiatives to prevent drinking and driving.

F.
Maximizing the number of substance free activities offered for students.

G.
Efforts to increase student awareness and prevention of teen pregnancy and sexually transmitted diseases.

H.
Efforts to prevent teen suicide.
I. Full time guidance counselors at all schools proportionate to the school's need. 
J. Promoting the National Association of Multicultural Education (NAME) as well as interaction between a wide range of students of different backgrounds in order to improve tolerance and student relationships.

K. Efforts by student organizations to donate time and money  to charitable causes

VI. ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

We support:

A.
Promoting a comprehensive Green Schools Program in Maryland schools.

B.
 Practices and instruction which support environmental protection at all schools.

C.
Maintaining a comprehensive recycling program in all school systems.

D.
Offering student activities that focus on the environment.

E.
Limiting the use of and exposure to harmful chemicals on school property.

F. 
State and community initiatives that encourage a cleaner environment.

G.         The teaching of environmental literacy, pollution control, and national and global conservation strategies in public funded schools 
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